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Celebrating

60 Years
& 30 Years

Annual Directory



Congratulations to the
2018 Spirit of Gowanda Winners:

Acknowledgements

BUSINESS AWARD
Mentley Funeral Home

Tim Mentley – Speaker

New York & Lake Erie Railroad
John Walgus – Speaker

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
George Stark 
Bill Cain – Speaker

EXCELLENCE IN YOUTH AWARD
(Gowanda Central School)

Andrew Kruszka
Wayne Lyon – Speaker

The Spirit of Gowanda Awards Program is due to the 
generosity of Chamber members, business owners, 
Chamber board members, community support and 

participation, our advertisers and our area newspapers 
for publicity and press coverage.
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Spirit of Gowanda Dinner Program
Welcome - 6pm
	 Nicholas Crassi, Jr., Chamber President

Invocation
	 Father Joe Porpiglia

Dinner
	 Rolling Hills

Remarks & Awards Presentation
	 Ben Shields, Cattaraugus County Sheriff and 
	 Gowanda Central School Resource Office

Benediction
	 Father Joe Porpiglia

Closing Remarks
	 Nicholas Crassi, Jr., Chamber President

Gowanda Chamber of Commerce
Officers:
Nicholas Crassi, Jr. , President - 532-3875 (B) • Cell 640-2707
Irene Jimerson, Vice President  - Cell 449-4993
Becky Grudzien, Secretary - 241-7165 (B)
Mary Stelley, Treasurer – 532-2807 (R) • 532-3790 Ext. 21 (B)

Robert Dingman
Ned Divine

Board of Directors:
Carol Sheibley
Shannon Smuda

Melinda Spire

Contact the Chamber:
www.gowandachamber.com

email: gowandachamber@yahoo.com



2

GOWANDA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name of Business/Organization______________________________________________________

Name & Title of Contact Person_ _____________________________________________________

Address _ _______________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ State________ Zip__________________

Telephone (Business) _____________________(Home - if applicable)________________________ 	

Email___________________________________________________________________________

Type of membership: ____ Business ($100/year) ____ Individual ($50/yr) ____ #Years in business

Are you interested in serving on special committees? _____________________________________

Describe your business:_ ___________________________________________________________

Reasons to Join the
Gowanda Area Chamber of Commerce:

Impact: Members help decide direction and work with area officials in cooperative efforts 
for mutual benefit including economic development issues, attracting new businesses, etc.

Business Directory: A listing in our annual directory.

Welcome: Chamber members welcome new businesses and residents to our communities, 
as well as attract business and industry. 

Networking: Members share resources and information with one another informally, and 
at periodic get-togethers held at various community and member locations. 

Promotion: Chamber members are promoted through special events, the website and 
special shop-at-home promotions in the Gowanda Press and other promotions.

Trade/Tourism: Member businesses and communities are also promoted through the 
Chamber’s office and website which answers inquiries and displays the wide variety of 
Chamber publications.

Events: Spirit of Gowanda, Hollywood Happening, July Music Series, Fall Festival, 
Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration, Christmas in Gowanda.

Vision: To promote growth and economic development of Gowanda and surrounding 
communities.

Mission: To advance the educational, commercial, industrial, professional, agricultural, civic, 
and general welfare of the Village of Gowanda and surrounding areas. 

Membership is $100 per year for businesses and $50 per year for individuals. 
Dues paid on July 1st or after are at 50%.

Return the below membership form with your dues to P.O. Box 45, Gowanda, NY 14070
For more information, www.gowandachamber.com  •  Email: gowandachamber@yahoo.com
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Past Presidents

1958........................................ O.W. Seymour

1959......................................Dan Gernatt, Sr.

1960-61.............................. Charles Markham

1962........................................ Ralph Schaack

1963.........................................Richard Gabel

1964........................................Don Campbell

1965................................................Scott Rich

1966-67..................................Howard Beaver

1968...................................... Russell Stratton

1969.........................................Eugene Drake

1970....................................... Robert Duncan

1971..........................................Donald Bixby

1972.........................................Ted Campbell

1973-75........................................Fran Valone

1976............................................Janice Wells

1977.........................................Glenn Orshaw

1978........................................ David Schaack

1979-80.................................... Frank Cooney

1981............................................... Ed Ahrens

1982............................................Steve Cocca

1983..........................................Kevin Hinkley

Gowanda Area Chamber of Commerce
1984.....................................Robert Dingman

1985........................................ Brian Eldridge

1986-87.................................... Greg Haddad

1988-89........................................Robert Pass

1990-91.....................................Brian Buckley

1992-95........................................Janet Vogtli

1996..........................................Linda Danahy

1997........................................... Patricia Kota

1998....................................... Mark Schindler

1999......................................... Erich Weyand

2000........................................Sandy Gaylord

2001...................................James Musacchio

2002-03........................................Barry Hager

2004..................................Rev. Travis Grubbs

2005-06.....................................Dale M. Koch

2007-08......................................Sue Torrance

2009..................................Rev. Travis Grubbs

2010-12..................................Jennine Sauriol

2012-13..................................... Mary Pankow

2014-16...................................Gary Patterson

This logo represents the Gowanda Area Chamber of Commerce and 
the area as “The Heart of Western New York.” The heart locates the 

Gowanda area at the center of the region and acknowledges the dedication 
to community that is traditional here.

The logo appears on ads in this publication to identify the advertiser as a 
Chamber member. Chamber members support our community with generous contributions 
to school, kids’ sports and the range of community projects, add to the tax base, and provide 
jobs. We hope you will support them in return.

Why the Heart?

15 South Water Street, P. O. Box 45 • Gowanda, NY 14070
Contact the Chamber:

www.gowandachamber.com
email: gowandachamber@yahoo.com
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Business Award
Mentley Funeral Home

The first generation of our 
family, Arthur Mentley, re-
ceived his Funeral Direct-
ing License in 1941. After 
years of employment under 
Fred Place at Place Funeral 
Home, following his service 
in the US Navy during WWII, 
Arthur Mentley purchased 
Place Funeral Home in 1946 
of which became   Mentley 
Funeral Home, Inc.

After two decades of serv-
ing the Gowanda area, in 1967 Arthur Mentley ushered in the second generation of our 
family to join the business; Art’s sons Terry W. Mentley and Thomas Mentley. 

Mentley Funeral Home Inc. continued to grow in service and in size, for in 1977, we 
purchased the previous building next door. In expanding, we doubled the size of our 
building and offered greater off-street parking with an enlarged parking lot. This expan-
sion project is what our building stands as today at 105 E. Main Street.

Our business expansion didn’t cease with the building; in 1983, Mentley Funeral Home 
Inc. purchased the former Schaack Funeral Home, previously on Jamestown Street, in 
an effort to better serve our community.

The communities we served continued to grow outside of Gowanda. In 1966 Mentley 
Funeral Home Inc. added a second location in Cattaraugus, NY. 

Also in 1983 a third location was started in Little Valley, NY. The third generation to join 
the business was Timothy Mentley who was licensed in 1991 and continues to run the 
business today. In 1994, O’Rourke Funeral Home of Ellicottville, NY was purchased and 
moved to our Little Valley location.

In 2015, Connor Hellwig joined Mentley Funeral Home Inc. as a licensed funeral direc-
tor and with Timothy Mentley, have embraced our communities from Collins Center to 
Great Valley, NY. 

We thank all of our communities for allowing us the privilege of serving every one of 
the families that come in our doors. We pride ourselves in that service as we continue 
to strive for greater opportunities to be there for the families in need at a time of loss. 
When the world around us continues to change, we at Mentley Funeral Home Inc. are 
proud to have been “Our family serving your family” for our Gowandacommunity for 72 
years and we look forward to continuing this service  for many years to come.
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Business Award
New York & Lake Erie Railroad

History: The 
New York and 
Erie Railroad 
was chartered 
by the legis-
lature of New 
York on April 
24, 1832, and 
built as a broad-
gauge (6 foot) 
railroad from 
P iermont -on-
Hudson to 
Dunkirk, 446 miles. After the fits and starts of financ-
ing, years of grading, major bridge building and 
track laying, the first trip on the completed railroad 
was performed on May 14, 1851.  It was a grand 
occasion for the Southern Tier of New York State 
with dignitaries such as Daniel Webster, Secretary of 
State; Millard Fillmore, U.S. President; the Attorney 
General; the Postmaster General; and the Secretary 
of the Navy aboard.  The Governor, and ex-gover-
nors, of New York State were also passengers and 
guests.
Gowanda, in the Town of Persia, needed stages and 
wagons to connect with this great railroad enter-
prise at Dayton until the arrival of the Buffalo and 
Jamestown Railroad in October 1874.  The Buffalo 
and Jamestown, later the Buffalo and Southwest-
ern branch of the “Erie,” coupled with the line from 
Hornellsville to Buffalo, became the major access for 
the Erie’s service of the Queen City, long the second 
largest rail hub in the United States.  Gowanda’s in-
dustrial growth, including the glue factory and tan-
nery, was facilitated by the presence of the railroad. 
The Erie never was a get-rich-quick enterprise and 
by 1972 the last in a string of bankruptcies brought 
the railroad into the US Federal bailout of the bank-
rupt Eastern railroads through the creation of Con-
rail.  
When Conrail was inaugurated on April 1, 1976, the 
tracks from Salamanca to Dunkirk and Buffalo to Wa-
terboro, NY, were all slated for immediate abandon-
ment. 
New York & Lake Erie Railroad:  The NY & Lake Erie 
was chartered on August 9, 1978, for the purpose 
of saving the rail infrastructure comprising the afore-
mentioned branches of the Erie and preserving rail 
freight service to towns and villages of Cattaraugus 
and Erie Counties.
Robert and Linda Dingman negotiated with the Cat-
taraugus County Industrial Development Agency, 
the Cattaraugus County legislature, the Chautauqua 
County legislature, the Federal Appalachian Re-
gional Commission, Erie County and its IDA, New 

York State DOT 
and with the 
bankrupt es-
tate of the Erie 
Railroad to or-
ganize and ac-
quire the rail as-
sets according 
to a system plan 
developed by 
Southern Tier 
West.  Success 
was achieved 

on October 14, 1978, by running the first train to 
replace Conrail from Salamanca to Little Valley.  Fea-
tured celebrants on that day were Assemblyman 
Daniel Walsh, NYS Senator Jess Present and Con-
gressman Stan Lundine’s Chief of Staff Tom Crowley.
B&SW Branch:  The NY&LE negotiated and acquired 
the trackage from Gowanda to Buffalo Creek Junc-
tion and began to service towns in Erie County on 
April 13, 1980.  In July of 1982, the system was 
completed according to plan through the purchase 
of the tracks from South Dayton to Waterboro Junc-
tion, a junction with the Erie/Conrail mainline.  Wa-
terboro is located 11 miles east of Jamestown on 
what has become trackage owned by Southern Tier 
Extension Rail Authority (STERA), controlled by Nor-
folk Southern and operated by Western NY & Penn-
sylvania Railroad.
Results:  While rail freight service has declined along 
with the departure of industries on these tracks, tour-
ist passenger trains have been successfully run over 
all acquired segments including short trips, day-long 
excursions, dinner trains, murder mystery tours and 
visits from Santa and the Easter Bunny.  The ability to 
restore freight service has been maintained to be in-
cluded in our community resources, if required.  The 
tourist attraction of train rides has recently increased 
in popularity and these visitors to our community 
bring substantial dollars to spend at gift shops, gas 
stations and purveyors of food and beverages.  
The Future:  The Western New York Rail Corridor 
Project (WNYRCP) is the up-to-date vision for the 
rail assets that the NY&LE and its partners have pre-
served.  The current plan is to improve freight access 
by reconnecting track between Conewango Valley 
and Waterboro to the STERA line and negotiating 
trackage rights to access Jamestown and Buffalo 
area passenger train stations.  The goals include: 
1) providing a gateway for aggravates destined for 
Pennsylvania and for raw materials from the west; 2) 
providing Jamestown with train rides for festivals, 
etc. 3) providing access to Buffalo for Canalside 
events and Southern Tier day-trip adventures.
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Community Service Award
George Stark
I grew up in Collins Center, with two brothers, John and Charles, and 
attended grade school on School Street there in Collins Center and 
went to high school in Springville. My dad worked in the milk plant 
in Collins Center for 35 years and taught me how to use my hands to 
build and fix things. My mom was a teacher at Collins Center School 
and then an Erie County Librarian. Mom would take us three boys to 
church at the Episcopal Church in Gowanda 3 Sundays a month and 
the 4th Sunday we would go to the Methodist Church in Collins Cen-
ter. From the age of 14 thru 15 I delivered newspapers in Collins Center. The summer after my sopho-
more year and for 5 summers after, I worked as summer help for the Iroquois Gas Company. I went to 
the NY State University at Morrisville and studied electrical technology. I worked at Moench Tannery for 
a while and then I got drafted into the Army on May 25, 1966. I went thru 17 weeks of advanced train-
ing at Fort Belvoir, Va. and became an Army Engineer as a gas turbine generator repairman. I was sent 
to Vietnam on March 2, 1967 and returned home on February 14, 1968. I was very proud and pleased 
to serve our great country. On March 20, 1968 I started work at Bethlehem Steel in Lackawanna as an 
electrician for 22 years. At age 40, when laid off from the steel plant, I studied Building Management 
and Maintenance and received a degree in Occupational Studies ( Summa Cum Laude) and then by 
luck, I was called back to the steel plant.

I married Carol Curtis in 1967 and we are the proud parents of two wonderful daughters. Jamie is a 
Kysor Permanente Emergency Dept. Physician in Santa Rosa. She and her husband Lonnie met while 
both serving in the Navy. They now live in Windsor, California and have a 12 year old son Tanner. Traci 
is the Lab Supervisor at Cobra Valley Medical Center in Arizona. She and her husband Lincoln met while 
both serving in the Air Force. She recently retired after 24 years of service. They have two children. 
Kalinn is employed at Disney World in Florida and James, Jr. who is in the 8th grade. Carol and l helped 
with many Cotillion dances at the Legion, and at one of them Mayor Lazar asked, because I was an 
electrician at the Steel Plant, if I would be interested in becoming the Village Building Inspector and 
Assessor. I thought I could handle it and I said yes. I went to Cornell University for Assessor training. I 
took many NY State Civil Service exams for building inspector jobs and I got lucky scored good on an 
exam and because the state needed an inspector in the southern tier of NY and I lived in Cattaraugus 
County (pure luck) the NY State Dept. State hired me as a state building inspector. After 22 years with 
steel plant I started work for the Dept. of State for 5 years and the Dept. of Children and Family Services 
for 12 years and retired at age 62. In the spring of 2015 the American Legion was in financial trouble. 
We got lucky and with a lot of help and hard work from others the problem was fixed we turned it 
around and now the legion is thriving. I consider myself to be lucky in life and often was in the right 
place at the right time. I am proud, pleased, and fortunate to have grown up in this community and to 
have to served my country. From the days we would ride our bicycles from Collins Center to Gowanda 
on Pioneer Days to present I have always loved Gowanda.

25 year member of the Gowanda Volunteer Fire 
Dept. Rescue Company #3
4 year Commander of the Gowanda American 
Legion
8 year member of the Gowanda American Legion 
Board of Directors
32 years Village of Gowanda Assessor
8 years Village of Gowanda Building/Fire Inspector
Former Town of Collins Building Inspector
Former Town of Perrysburg Building Inspector
Former Niagara Frontier Transportation Building 
Inspector
Former Chautauqua County Building Inspector
Former NY State Dept of State Building Inspector

Former NY State Office of Children and Family Services
Building/Fire Inspector Day Care, Foster Care, 
Domestic Violence
1978 to present Phoenix Lodge No. 262, F. & A. 
Masons
1978 to present Gowanda Shrine Club #1
1978 to present Gowanda Mini Bike Corp
President Gowanda Mini Corp 4 years
President Gowanda Shrine Club #1 for 7 years
25 year Member Gowanda VFW Post 5007
35 year member Gowanda American Legion Post 409
27 year member Gowanda Slovenian Club
28 year member Gowanda Moose Club



7

Excellence in Youth Award
Andrew Kruszka
Andres Kruszka of Gowanda, NY has been chosen as the 2018 Ex-
cellence in Youth Award honoree. Andrew is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gregory Kruszka , and the youngest brother to Gregory Jr., 
Kristopher, Joseph and Matthew Kruszka .

Andrew has been active in every aspect during his 17 yrs. here in 
Gowanda. He is a member of The Trinity United Church of Christ 
and is grateful for his Church family. He exerts an energy into every activity he is involved with. 
From Lecturing, to plays, from fundraising, Community Dinners, to Love Inc. walks, whatever is 
needed he is there to lend a hand. Andrew has also been available to the Gowanda Food Panty 
since he could lift boxes. He has spent his time dressing as the Easter Bunny, visiting the Nursing 
home and is always there to lend an ear. Andrew has been a coach for the Gowanda summer soft-
ball and also the JV boys basketball team. He is a member of Sources of Strength and is currently a 
student mentor. He is also a member of the Spanish Club. In the current school year Andrew serves 
as the student representative to the school board. He has been the class vice-president for both his 
Junior and Senior years. He takes these positions very serious.

Sports is a favorite with Andrew. He is a 3 sport student athlete. He has lettered in Cross-country, 
Bowling and Baseball. He has received sports honors that include captain, CCAA high bowling se-
ries, JVMVP Baseball, Sportsmanship awards. All team awards and honorable mentions in all three 
venues. He loved being involved with Gowanda sports community in and out of school.

Another big focus is the arts. A member of the Gowanda Thespian Society and a band member 
throughout his middle and high school career. Andrew plays the saxophone and has been in sev-
eral Stage productions . He also has added to the G-Town Showdown and took 1st place his Junior 
year with a Comedy routine that brought down the house.

Being a staff writer for the school paper, The Phoenix, and an anchor for the Morning Show for the 
past 4 years , has been huge. He has already received accolades for his achievements. Best Sports 
Feature at Fredonia State and Best Journalism Feature at St. Bonaventure.

Gowanda School Spirit has also played a key role. Andrew has been voted by his peers as having 
The most Panther Pride! This is evident by his actions. Whether dressing up as the Panther Mascot 
or participating in Spirit Parades, Pep Rallies, painting the Village blue and white or being a staple 
in everything Gowanda. Andrew truly believes in the Blue and White Spirit.

Along with his many activities, Andrew has excelled academically by being on either the honor or 
high honor roll throughout high school. He doesn’t shy away from the tough classes and works very 
hard to maintain his average.

In addition Andrew works, he has worked during the summers as an umpire for the various softball 
and baseball leagues in the area. He is currently employed at the Gowanda Shop n’ Save.

Andrew plans of attending St. Bonaventure University in the Fall of 2018 majoring in Journalism/
Mass Communications, maybe to travel onto Law School.

Andrew would like to sincerely Thank his family, friends, teachers, coaches and mentors for all 
contributing to whatever success he has had and to all that is to come. Dream big, it is attainable!
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A
AL SCHAEFER 
271 Buffalo St., Gowanda, NY 14070.........................241-7137

AUTO WRENCH CONNECTION 
2 Mill St., Gowanda, NY 14070 ...................................532-3875

B
BERTRAND CHAFFEE HOSPITAL 
224 East Main St., Springville, NY 14141................. 592-2871

BIGFOOT 
11263 Indian Hill Rd., Perrysburg, NY 14129........ 532-6090

C
COLLINS CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
P.O. Box 490, Collins, NY 14034 .................................532-4588

COMMUNITY BANK 
76 W. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070 ........................532-2222

COPY CENTRAL 
18 Jamestown St., Gowanda, NY 14070........... 532-5852 

CROWELL HOME & AUTO SUPPLY 
14722 Aldrich, Gowanda, NY 14070 ........................532-3381

D
DAN GABEL IBA 
2107 Lenox Rd., Collins, NY 14034 ........................... 532-5185 

DESIGNER POOLS 
10417 Maltbie Rd., Gowanda, NY 14070 ................532-5498

DFT COMMUNICATIONS 
40 Temple St., 
Fredonia, NY 14063-0209...................673-3921/673-1010

F
FORTS GROCERY, INC. 
10 Buffalo St., Gowanda, NY 14070..........................532-5545

G

GABEL BROS. 
27 W. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070 ....................... 532-3391

GARDEN GATE GREENHOUSE 
11649 W. Perrysburg Rd.,  
Perrysburg, NY 14129 ...................................................532-6282

GERNATT ASPHALT PRODUCTS 
13870 Taylor Hollow Rd., Collins, NY 14034 .... 532-3371

GOWANDA AMBULANCE SERVICE CORP. 
10 Mill St., P.O. Box 143, Gowanda, NY 14070 ..... 532-4884

GOWANDA AMERICAN LEGION, POST 409 
100 Legion Dr., Gowanda, NY 14070....................... 532-3592 

GOWANDA AREA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
P.O. Box 29, Gowanda, NY 14070 .............................532-3790

GOWANDA CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
10674 Prospect St., Gowanda, NY 14070..............532-3325

GOWANDA CORRECTIONAL FACILITY 
P.O. Box 350, Gowanda, NY 14070 ..........................532-0177

GOWANDA ELECTRONICS 
P.O. Box 111, Gowanda, NY 14070 ...........................532-2234

GOWANDA EYE CARE, INC. 
6 E. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070 ..........................532-2396

GOWANDA FORD, INC. 
P.O. Box 69, Gowanda, NY 14070..............................532-2208

GOWANDA FREE LIBRARY 
56 W. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070 ......................532-3451

GOWANDA HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
2535 Gowanda Zoar Rd., Gowanda, NY 14070.. 532-4584

GOWANDA HISTORIC HOLLYWOOD THEATER 
P.O. Box 164, Gowanda, NY 14070...........................532-6103 

GOWANDA/LAKESHORE PENNYSAVER & NEWS 
41 E. Main St., Springville, NY 14111........................241-4268

GOWANDA REHABILITATION & NURSING CENTER 
100 Miller St., Gowanda, NY  14070..........................713-1911 

GRUDZIEN AGENCY 
21 South Water St., Gowanda, NY............................ 241-7165 

H
HAGER’S FLOWERS & GIFTS 
25 W. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070 .......................532-4242

HEALTHY COMMUNITY ALLIANCE 
1 School St., Ste. 100, Gowanda, NY 14070..........532-1010

HEAVEN SCENT 
18 Jamestown St., Gowanda, NY 14070........... 532-5852 

HOLLYWOOD THEATER 
39 West Main St., P.O. Box 164, 
Gowanda, NY 14070 ......................................................532-6103

HONKS GRAPE & GRAIN 
76 Jamestown St., Gowanda, NY 14070........... 532-2260

HOUSING OPTIONS MADE EASY, INC. 
75 Jamestown St., Gowanda, NY 14070.................532-5508

I
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
40 South Chapel St., Gowanda, NY 14070.............532-4342

Business Members Gowanda Area
Chamber of Commerce
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J 
JOHNSON’S PLUMBING & HEATING 
57 Commercial St., Box 30, Gowanda, NY 14070........532-4376

L
LET IT GROW TREES 
185 West Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070 ............... 698-8421

LOVE INC. OF THE GREATER GOWANDA AREA 
15 W. Main St., PO Box 243 
Gowanda, NY 14070................................................. 532-3541 

LUTHER ENTERPRISES, INC. 
10417 Maltbie Rd., Gowanda, NY 14070 ................532-5498

M
MAPLE GLEN SUGAR HOUSE 
2266 Zoar Road, Gowanda, NY 14070.....................532-5483 

McCORMACK’S HARDWARE 
21 W. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070 ........................ 532-2216

McDONALD’S of GOWANDA 
P.O. Box 236, Springville, NY 14141 ..........................592-0759

MENTLEY FUNERAL HOME 
105 E. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070 ....................... 532-2652

N
NEW YORK & LAKE ERIE RAILROAD 
P.O. Box 309, Gowanda, NY 14070............................ 532-5242

R
REBMANN ELECTRONICS/RADIOSHACK 
7 W. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070...........................532-4390

RED’S DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT/ 
SHAW’S ENTERPRISES 
17 E. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070..........................532-3002

S
SHOP -N- SAVE 
10 Buffalo St., Gowanda, NY 14070..........................532-5545

SLOVENIAN CLUB of GOWANDA, INC. 
36 Palmer St., Gowanda, NY 14070 .........................532-9758

SOLES UNLIMITED 
1 West Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070 .....................532-4701

STEFFAN PAVING & EXCAVATING, INC. 
2665 Gowanda Zoar Rd. 
Gowanda, NY 14070 ......................................................532-5368

T
TEN BUFFALO ST., INC. 
14010 Taylor Hollow Rd., Gowanda, NY 14070....532-0728

THE MECCA AGENCY, LLC 
8750 S. Main St., Suite 101, Eden, NY 14057..........992-2200

THE WAX STUDIO 
49 West Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070................... 241-7342

TOWN OF COLLINS 
P.O. Box 420, Collins, NY 14034 .................................532-4874

TOWN OF COLLINS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
P.O. Box 470, 2341 Main St., Collins, NY 14034..... 532-5129

TOWN OF DAYTON 
9100 Rt. 62, So. Dayton, NY 14138.............................532-3758

TOWN OF PERRYSBURG 
P.O. Box 250, Perrysburg, NY 14129......................... 532-4090

TOWN OF PERSIA 
8 W. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070...........................532-4042

TRI-COUNTY FAMILY MEDICINE 
1 School St., Suite 107,  
Gowanda, NY 14070....................................................... 241-7067

U
UNIVERSAL INDUSTRIES 
12234 Rte. 39, Perrysburg, NY 14129....................... 532-9211

V
VALLEY PHARMACY & MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
31 W. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070......................... 532-1700 

VILLAGE OF GOWANDA 
27 E. Main St., Gowanda, NY 14070.......................... 532-3353

W
WEYAND & WEYAND ATTORNEYS 
P.O. Box 26, 113 W. Main St., 
Gowanda, NY 14070 ...................................................... 532-3361

Z
ZOAR VALLEY GIFTS & MORE 
7 South Water St., Gowanda, NY 14070............ 319-7342

Business Members Gowanda Area
Chamber of Commerce

Individual Members HERRINGTON, ED
11016 Fairview Dr., Gowanda, NY 14070...............532-2733
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1988 ~ Art Palumbo...................Citizen of the Year 
1989 ~ Rev. Richard Hermann....Citizen of the Year 
1990 ~ Jean Hillis........................Citizen of the Year
1991 ~ Dan Gernatt, Sr. ............Citizen of the Year

1992 ~ Donald Campbell........... Spirit of Gowanda 
 Donald Vogtli................. Spirit of Gowanda 

1993 ~ Phillip Smith................Service Organization 
 Carol Sheibley................... Service Provider 
 Thomas Reding...............................Business 
 Joanne Snyder............Community Member

1994 ~ Robert Gabel..................................Business 
 Janice Wells......................................Service 

1995 ~ Juanita Reid....................................Business 
 Craig Brown......................................Service 

1996 ~ Dan Gernatt, Jr. ............................Business 
 Janet Vogtli......................................Service 

1997 ~ David Schaack................................Business 
 Mary Stelley......................................Service 

1998 ~ Dr. Irene Hu & the late Dr. Ronald Chang
 .......................................Community Service 

1999 ~ Mark Schindler...............................Business 
 Cynthia Constantine.....Community Service 
 Bryan Bradley...............Community Service 

2000 ~ Barry Hager....................................Business 
 Robert Murphy.............Community Service 
 Julius Szymanski...........Community Service 

2001 ~ Lew & Doris Gabel.........................Business 
 Randy Rosen.................Community Service 
 Andrew Burr................. Excellence in Youth 

2002 ~ Ed & Veronica Palen.......................Business 
 Barb Nephew...............Community Service 
 Ryan Miller.................... Excellence in Youth 

2003 ~ Sandy Gaylord................................Business 
 Irene Koch....................Community Service 
 Ashley Farner............... Excellence in Youth 

2004 ~ Cliff & Paula Schueler....................Business 
 Dorothy & Lou Selan....Community Service 
 Ashley Certis................ Excellence in Youth 

2005 ~ Jim & Laurie Fort...........................Business 
 Laura Valone.................Community Service 
 Bryna Moritz................. Excellence in Youth 

2006 ~ Gowanda PennySaver/News.........Business 
 Jack & Sue Torrance.....Community Service 
 Maggie Schultz............. Excellence in Youth 

2007 ~ Gowanda Pharmacy.......................Business 
 Dennis & Mary Crouse.Community Service 
 Amanda Stang.............. Excellence in Youth 

2008 ~ McCormack’s Hardware.................Business 
 Gowanda Ambulance Service....................

Community Service 
 Jesse Hurkes................. Excellence in Youth 
 TLC Health Network...................................

Outstanding Community Achievement 

2009 ~ Olympia Restaurant.......................Business
 Sal Dicembre................Community Service
 Erica Strickfaden.......... Excellence in Youth
 Anna Marie Sage.........................................

Outstanding Community Achievement

2010 ~ The Village of Gowanda

2011 ~ Healthy Community Alliance.........Business
 Michael Embs...............Community Service
 William Cole III.............Community Service

2012 ~ Heaven Scent/Copy Central..........Business
 Doris Jones...................Community Service
 Zachary Steever........... Excellence in Youth

2013 ~ Johnson’s Plumbing & Heating, Inc.....Business
 Wayne Cross.................Community Service
 Alayna Kehr.................. Excellence in Youth

2014 ~ Designer Pools...............................Business
 Nicholas Hodak............Community Service
 Kelsey Delpriore........... Excellence in Youth
 Megan Stang................ Excellence in Youth
 Alexis Sager.................. Excellence in Youth

2015 ~ Gowanda Harley Davidson............Business
 Jennifer Gernatt...........Community Service
 Colleen Steward........... Excellence in Youth

2016 ~ Auto Wrench Connection..............Business
 Gowanda Starcraft.... Special Business Recognition
 Phil Palen......................Community Service
 Steve Raiport................Community Service
 Trevor Greco................. Excellence in Youth

2017 ~ Valley Pharmacy & Medical Supplies.........
. Business
 Ann Martindale............Community Service
 Jack Van Wey............... Excellence in Youth

Past Award Recipients
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& MEDICAL SUPPLIES

Valley Pharmacy

31 West Main St.
Gowanda, NY 14070

716.532.1700

Congratulations
Mentley Funeral Home, 
New York & Lake Erie 

Railroad, George Stark, 
& Andrew Kruszka

McCORMACK’S
Hardware macs.doitbest.com

21 West Main St. • Gowanda, NY 14070
532-2216

Kevin McCormack

Congratulations!

Congratulations to our friends at Mentley Funeral Home 
and NY & LE Railroad, also to George Stark and Andrew 

Kruszka! Thank you for all you do in our community!
Your Friends, Russ & Sue Rebmann

Bob & Mary Stelley

Mentley  
Funeral Home,  

New York &  
Lake Erie Railroad, 

George Stark, & 

Andrew Kruszka

Spirit of Gowanda 
Winners

Corner of Hurd Rd. & Indian Hill Rd.
Perrysburg, NY

Open Daily 7 Days a Week 6am-10pm
532-6090

Barry Jimerson
General Manager

Denise D. Veloski, CPA
70 East Main Street / Fredonia, NY 14063

716-672-4770 / Fax 679-1512
Email: dveloski@jma-cpas.com

www.jma-cpas.com

From all of your 
children and grandchildren

George, Thank You for taking 
the time to make the world 

a better place. You are an 
inspiration to us all, and a 

wonderful man. We love you!
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Congratulations
to the 2018 Spirit of Gowanda Recipients!

Business

Mentley Funeral Home,  
New York & Lake Erie Railroad

Service

George Stark
Excellence in Youth

Andrew Kruszka

Gowanda Area Federal Credit Union
14266 Taylor Hollow Road, P.O. Box 29

Gowanda, NY 14070-0029
(716) 532-3790

www.gowandaareafcu.org

R.A. MERCER & CO., P.C.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Business and Individual Income Tax
Financial Statements • Estate Planning

Business Sales/Acquisitions 
Financial Consulting

Computer Accounting Systems

www.ramercercpa.com

CATTARAUGUS • 257-9511
Cathie J. Bridges, CPA

Congratulations
to the 2018 Spirit of 

Gowanda Recipients!
New York & Lake Erie Railroad, 

Mentley Funeral Home,
George Stark, & Andrew Kruszka

Special Recognition to  
K & L Lanes & Capozzi’s Pizzeria

St. Joseph Church
Fr. Joe Porpiglia

26 Erie Ave. • Gowanda, NY 14070
716-532-5100

rectory@stjoesgowanda.com
www.sjcgowanda.org

Mass Times
Saturdays 4:30 pm

Sundays 8:00 & 9:30 am
All Are Welcome!

Thanks for your commitment to Gowanda!

Congratulations
Commander George Stark

as the 2018 Community 
Service recipient!

Gowanda Legion Post 409

We do Business in Accordance with the 
Federal Fair Housing Law and the

Equal Housing Opportunity Act.
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Everything for the home!

FREE Layaway & Delivery

Thank you for your commitment to our village. 
You’ve all made Gowanda a nicer place to live.

Mentley Funeral Home,  
New York & Lake Erie 
Railroad, George Stark,  

& Andrew Kruszka
From all of us at Gabel Bros.

 THANK YOU!

Gabel Bros.
FURNITURE & APPLIANCE

27 W. Main Street, Gowanda, NY 14070
(716) 532-3391
www.gabelbros.com

So Many 
Thanks to 
So Many 
People!

From Everyone at

MENTLEY
FUNERAL 

HOME INC.
105 E. Main St. • Gowanda, NY 14070

  532-2652

Thank you George,
for your dedication 
to our community.

Your “spirit” is an 
inspiration to all of 

us and makes 
Gowanda a better 
place to call home. Ten Buffalo St., Inc.

Sue & Jack Torrance

Congratulations 
Mentley Funeral 

Home, New York & 
Lake Erie Railroad, 
George Stark, & 
Andrew Kruszka
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Congratulations

10 Buffalo Street • Gowanda, NY 14070

(716) 532-5545

Fort’s Grocery Inc.

Mentley Funeral 
Home, New York & 
Lake Erie Railroad, 

George Stark, & 
Andrew Kruszka

Shop n Save
Sincerely,

Johnson’s Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
57 Commercial St., Box 30,

Gowanda, NY 14070
532-4376

Congratulations 

Mentley Funeral Home, 

New York & Lake Erie 

Railroad, George Stark, 

& Andrew Kruszka

Your commitment to excellence 

is an asset to our community
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Garden Gate 
Greenhouse
11600 West Perrysburg Rd.

Perrysburg, NY 14129

Phone: 532-6282
“The Gardener’s Choice”

Annuals - Perennials 
New Guinea Impatiens
Gary Patterson, Owner

Specializing in
CLEMATIS 

HARDY FERNS
HOSTAS

GROUND COVERS

14650 Rt. 62 - PO Box 69 
Gowanda, NY 14070

716-532-2208
www.gowandaford.com

Congratulations Winners from

Congratulations 
New York & Lake Erie Railroad, 

Mentley Funeral Home,
George Stark, & Andrew Kruszka

Thank you for your commitment 
to our community.

Al Schaefer
271 Buffalo St. • Gowanda

(716) 241-7137
www.SchaeferCars.com

Floral Arrangements • Gifts
Business Cards • Color Copies

18 Jamestown Street • Gowanda, NY 
532-5852 / 532-0373

to the recipients

SLOVENIAN CLUB
36 Palmer St., Gowanda, NY

GOOD 
LUCK
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POOLS • HOT TUBS • PLAYSYSTEMS

www.designerpoolsandspas.com

JAMESTOWN

483-7946
FREDONIA

672-7665
GOWANDA

532-5498

36 
years 

in 
business

WE ALSO SELL: 
BILLIARD TABLES AND SUPPLIES

BBQ/GRILLS AND OUTDOOR KITCHENS • PATIO FURNITURE

Congratulations to 
Mentley Funeral Home, New York & Lake Erie 
Railroad, George Stark, & Andrew Kruszka

We are proud to be a part of this great community.

Congratulations to 
Mentley Funeral Home, New York 

& Lake Erie Railroad,
George Stark, & Andrew Kruszka

SOLES UNLIMITED
1 West Main St., Gowanda

532-4701

The Vintage Hairpin 
Salon & Boutique

12 Jamestown St.
Gowanda, NY 14070

532-6176
Tues. & Thurs. 10am – 2pm
Wed. & Fri. 10am – 7pm

Full Service Salon • Boutique

Becky Grudzien
Owner & Local Resident

Your neighborhood insurance shop!
GRUDZIEN AGENCY, LLC

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
INSURANCE

21 South Water St.
Gowanda, NY 14070
jbgrudzien@peoplepc.com

P: 716.241.7165
F: 716.241.7166
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Thank 
You

Gowanda Chamber for voting 

Auto Wrench Connection
the #1 Business for 2016, representing one of 
many great businesses in the Gowanda area.

Congratulations
to all of the 2018 Award Recipients
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Specializing in hair color,
cuts, spa pedicures,

manicures and gel polish!

Congratulations!

3 Chestnut St., Gowanda
532-9048

Congratulations to the 2018 Spirit of Gowanda Recipients!

New York & Lake Erie Railroad, Mentley Funeral Home,
 George Stark and Andrew Kruszka

Thank you for your commitment to the Gowanda Area

Red’s

Drive-In Restaurant
Gowanda, NY

Hair etc.
8 Jamestown St.

Gowanda, NY 14070
716.532.4507

“Your Family Hair Care Center”
by Terrie De Hos

Zoar Valley Gifts & More
7 South Water St. • Gowanda, NY 14070

EXPLORE ALL YOUR ADVENTURES
Hiking • Rafting • Fishing • Site Seeing

Locally Owned & Operated
Becky & Jim Grudzien
Patty & Rich Krajewski
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CROWELL 
HOME & AUTO SUPPLY

VALLEY STORAGE
14722 Aldrich St., Gowanda, NY 14070

Phone: 532-3381 • Fax: 532-4014
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8am - 7pm;

Sat. 8am - 5pm; Sun. 9am - 2pm

Clean, Dry Rental Units
5x10 • 10x10 • 10x15 • 10x20

Fine Wine & Spirits

Congratulations
76 Jamestown St. • Gowanda, NY 14070

716-532-2260 • honksgrapeandgrain@gmail.com

Mentley Funeral Home, NY & LE Railroad, 
George Stark, & Andrew Kruszka

Sal & Cory
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Congratulations to this 
evening’s honorees!

Stop into your local branch today and Bank Happy!

76 W Main St, Gowanda
716-532-2222
cbna.com

Christmas in 
Gowanda 

Black Friday
11/23/18 - 12/1/18

Coming in September

FALL 
SCARECROW 

CONTEST
Watch for details!
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July 5, 2018
Uncle Ben’s Remedy

July 12, 2018
Paul Zittel  

& Pure Country

July 19, 2018
Barnstorm  

Country Band

July 26, 2018
Crash Cadillac

SUGAR
CREAM

GIFT BOXES

2266 Zoar Rd.
Gowanda, NY 14070

(716) 532-5483
www.mapleglensyrup.com

Paul & Dana
Lesefske

Congratulations  
to the winners
& our members

The Dingmans and NY & LE RR 
& Andrew Kruszka

Trinity United Church of Christ 
Gowanda 532-3004

To all the businesses 
for their generous 
basket donations

Al Schaefer
Auto Wrench Connection

Big Foot
Community Bank

Crowell Home & Auto Supply
Designer Pools

Forts Grocery/Shop n Save
Gabel Bros.

Garden Gate Greenhouse 
Gowanda Area Federal Credit Union

Gowanda Boosters Club

Gowanda Ford
Gowanda Harley Davidson

Grudzien Agency
Hager’s Flowers & Gifts

Heaven Scent
Honks Grape & Grain

Johnson’s Plumbing & Heating
Maple Glen Sugarhouse
McCormack’s Hardware

NY & LE Railroad
Soles Unlimited

July 2018 
Music Series

Gowanda  
American Legion,

100 Legion Drive, Gowanda, NY
6:30 p.m.
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Congratulations 
Spirit of Gowanda Winners
Mentley Funeral Home,

New York & Lake Erie Railroad,
George Stark, & Andrew Kruszka

Best Wishes in Your Future Endeavors

Weyand and Weyand
Attorneys at Law
113 W. Main Street

Gowanda, NY 14070
Fritz Weyand, Erich S. Weyand, Marlene Weyand, 

Linda Weyand and Sue Weyand

Gabel’s IBA
Dan Gabel

IBA DISTRIBUTOR
716-532-5185
Duane Gabel

IBA DEALER
716-665-9565

SNAP Up Nutrition!

• SNAP can help to supplement 
your monthly food budget

• Most national supermarket 
chains accept SNAP

• Claiming your benefits will 
not take away from someone 

else

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

Healthy Community Alliance 
can help seniors apply for 

SNAP! Call 716-532-1010 for 
more info or to schedule a free 

appointment!

What is SNAP?
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NEW YORK & LAKE ERIE RAILROAD, 
MENTLEY FUNERAL HOME,

GEORGE STARK, 
& ANDREW KRUSZKA

Congratulations!
2018 Spirit of Gowanda Recipients

“Always remember that you 

are absolutely unique. Just 

like everyone else.”
~ Margaret Mead

“Quality & Service for Over 60 Years”
716-532-3371

www.gernatt.com
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12/1/2017

South Dayton Supermarket - Donut
303 Pine St., South Dayton, NY 14138

988-3871
Hours:  Open daily 7am – 9pm

2/7/2018

K&L Lanes – Burger
10 Buffalo St., Gowanda, NY 14070

532-9791
Hours:  Open Labor Day & close end of April

2/14/2018

Capozzi’s Pizzeria – Chicken Finger Sub
21 Jamestown St., Gowanda, NY 14070

532-3113
Hours:  11am – 11pm

The Gowanda Area Chamber of Commerce
Congratulates the local businesses winning awards for WIVB’s
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W W W . W N Y P E N N Y S A V E R . C O M

WNY PENNYSAVER NEWS A Product of the Buffalo News • One Plaza, PO Box 100, Buffalo, New York 14240

Congratulations
2018 Recipients! 
Gowanda/Lakeshore

Serving Gowanda, South Dayton, Perrysburg,
Conewango Valley, Cherry Creek, Lawtons,  
Irving, North Collins, Cattaraugus, Silver Creek,
Forestville, Versailles, Brant, Angola & Derby

Deliverd 
by Mail to 

23,000 
Homes

FROM
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New York & 
Lake Erie Railroad

Gowanda, NY
1978-2018

40 Years of
Service to Western NY

Proud Sponsor of
WNY Rail Corridor Project

T R Boggs -  Photographer


